Not one, not one, nor thousands

must they slay,
But one and all if they would

dusk the day,

WILLIAM

THE MUTINY
SOMEWHAT like the Boxer Rebellion in China (1900) which
came on the heels of a conservative reaction and was a blind
but heroic popular attempt, to oust the " foreign devil" once
and for all, or like the earlier and vaguer manifestation of Chinese
discontent with the Western impact in the T'ai P'ing rebellion (1864-
65), the Indian Mutiny of 1857 was the country's desperate bid for
freedom. It brought together an alliance of more diverse forces than
had ever united in India against a foreign conqueror. This alliance
had to be put down with implacable violence before British power
could be consolidated. It was a violent upheaval not only against the,
political supremacy of Britain but against the whole new order of
things she was importing into India.1* It was far more than a military
and mainly Muslim insurrection, which it might appear to be on the
surface, It was the first, really large-scale popular outbreak against
British rule, the first crude expression of India's urge for freedom/
In the fifty years preceding 1857, there had been several untoward
military incidents. As early as 1764, it was found necessary to quell
mutiny by what Sir George MacMunn described as the "usual" punish-
ment, when 30 sepoys paid with their lives by being blown away from
the guns.;' In 1806, a serious mutiny was brewing in the Madras army,
partly on account of the over-introduction of European pattern
clothes and accoutrements/., In 1824, the 47th Bengal Native Infantry
refused to march when it was ordered for active service in Burma, and
after being severely punished by European artillery, had to be disban-
ded.1 In 1844, no less than seven battalions of the Bengal Army broke
into open mutiny over the question of allowances when garrisoning
newly acquired provinces. The worthy Sir George, a typical imperi-
alist warlord, seems to regret, in his "Encyclopaedia" article on
the Indian Mutiny, that the "sterner nqeasqres of earlier days were